St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
SERVICE OF THE WORD

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
August 30, 2020 * 10 am

You are welcome here! As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, we believe that the gospel is God’s gift to
all people, shared unconditionally and without regard to race, gender identity, sexual orientation, so-
cio-economic or family status, age, physical or mental abilities, outward appearance, or religious affili-
ation. We seek to live the truth written in Ephesians that Christ breaks down the dividing walls between
us and makes us one.

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet finds in God’s words the
delight of his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples
they will find their lives in losing them. Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges us to
associate with the lowly and not repay evil with evil. In worship we gather as a community that we
might offer ourselves for the sake of our suffering world.

Gathering

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
Welcome

Prelude
Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

In the name of the Father,
and of the son T
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Gracious God,

have mercy on us.

We confess that we have turned from you

and given ourselves into the power of sin.

We are truly sorry and humbly repent.

In your compassion forgive us our sins,

known and unknown,

things we have done and things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you,

and uphold us by your Spirit,

so that we may live and serve you in newness of life
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



** Gathering Song
Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus (verses 1 and 2) ELW # 802
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1 Let us ev -er walk with Je -sus, fol-low his ex - am - ple pure,
2 Let us suf-fer here with Je-sus, and with pa-tience bear our cross.
3 Let us glad-ly die with Je - sus. Since by death he con-quered death,
4 Let us al - so live with Je-sus. He has ris-en from the dead
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through a world that would de-ceive us and to sin our spir-its lure.
Joy will fol - low all our sad-ness; where he is there is no loss.

he will free us from de-struc-tion, give to us im- mor - tal breath.
that to life we may a-wak-en. Je - sus, you are now our head,
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On - ward in his foot-steps tread-ing, trav - ’lers here, our home a - bove,
Though to-day we sow no laugh-ter, we shall reap ce - les - tial joy:
Let us mor-ti - fy all pas-sion that would lead us in - to sin;
we  are your own liv-ing mem-bers; where you live, there we shall be
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full of faith and hope and love, let us do our Sav-ior’s bid-ding.
all dis-com-forts that an - noy shall give way to mirth here - af - ter.
and the grave that shuts us in shall but prove the gate of heav-en.
in your pres-ence con - stant - ly, liv - ing there with you for - ev - er.
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Faith-ful Lord,with me a - bide; I shall fol - low where you guide.
Je - sus, here 1 share your woe; help me there your joy to know.
Je - sus, here with you I die, there to live with you on high.
Je - sus, let me faith - ful be; life e - ter - nal grant to me.

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-1681; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, alt.
Music: LASSET UNS MIT JESU ZIEHEN, Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

** Prayer of the Day
Assisting Minister leads the prayer of the day and the assembly responds: Amen.



Word

God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

Reading Matthew 16:21-28
Sermon Delaware Maryland Bishop William Gohl
** Hymn
Will You Come and Follow Me (verses 1 and 2) ELW %798
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1 “Will you come and fol - low me if I but  call
2 “Will you leave your - self be - hind if I but call
3 “Will you et the blind - ed see if I but  call
4 “Will you love the  you you hide if I but  call
5 Lord, your sum - mons ech - oes true when you but call
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your name? Will  you go where  you don’t
your name? Will you  care for  cruel and
your name? Will  you set the pris - ’ners
your name? Will you quell the fear in -
my name. Let me turn and fol - low
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know and nev - er be the same?
kind  and nev - er be the same?
free and nev - er be the same?
side and nev - er be the same?
you and nev - er be the same.
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Will you let my love be shown, will you let my
Will you risk the hos - tile stare, should your life at -
Will you kiss the lep - er clean, and do such as
Will you use the faith you’ve found to re - shape the
In your com - pa - ny rn go where your love and
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name be known, will  you let my life be
tract or scare? Will  you let me an - swer
this un - seen, and ad - mit to what 1
world a - round, through my  sight and  touch and
foot - steps show. Thus Tl move and  live and
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grown in you and  you in me?”
pray’r in you and  you in me?”
mean  in you and  you in me?”
sound in you and  you in me?”
grow  in you and  you in me.

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949

Music: KELVINGROVE, Scottish traditional

Text © 1987 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

** Jtems in bold are to be spoken/sung by the assembly.
Page 3



** Prayers of the People
Each portion of the prayer ends with either:

Responses:  Bless we the Lord Thanks be to God.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Thanksgiving for the Word

Lord’s Prayer

Sending

We are sent into the world to serve.
Dismissal

Postlude

Enjoy today’s service? Visit our Facebook page and invite a friend, comment, or leave
areview. May God go with you today and everyday.

Worship elements taken from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress.
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24228

For additional reference on hymn text and music please refer to the hymn number in the
cranberry prayer book and hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship.

Participants in Today’s Service

Delaware-Maryland Synod Bishop:
The Rev. William Gohl

Pastor:
The Rev. Jason Churchill

Cantor:
Dr. Oksana Glouchko

Assisting Minister:
Michael Farthing

Lector:
Matthew Johnson

Reader:
Henry Sullivan

Ministers:
The people of St. Stephen’s

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
1301 N Broom St, Wilmington, DE 19806 302-652-7623
www saintstephenslutheranchurch.org office@ststeph.org



