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HOLY COMMUNION

  
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 12, 2021 • 10 am

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude 

Welcome 

**  Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,…and whose love is endless.

Amen.

Three weeks ago we heard Peter’s confession of faith as told in John’s gospel. This 
week we hear Mark’s version, when Peter says, “You are the Messiah.” In John, the 
stumbling block is Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh, given for the life of the world. In 
Mark too the scandal has to do with Jesus’ words about his own coming death, and 
here Peter himself stumbles over Jesus’ words. But Jesus is anointed (the meaning of 
messiah) in Mark only on the way to the cross (14:3); so we are anointed in baptism 
with the sign of the cross.

We are not yet singing as a congregation, but you are welcome to hum and/or 
meditate on the text of the hymns.

You are welcome here! As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, we believe that the 
gospel is God’s gift to all people, shared unconditionally and without regard to race, 
gender identity, sexual orientation, socio-economic or family status, age, physical or 
mental abilities, outward appearance, or religious affiliation. We seek to live the truth 
written in Ephesians that Christ breaks down the dividing walls between us and 
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Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God our comforter:

like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 
We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 
Free us from our sin, gracious God. 
Listen when we call out to you for help. 
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen.

All have sinned and fall short…the forgiveness of all your sins.

Amen.

** Gathering Song
Immortal Invisible, God Only Wise                                                                    ELW 834
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** Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

** Kyrie
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** Prayer of the Day
Assisting Minister leads the prayer of the day and the assembly responds: Amen.

** Song of Praise
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Word
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

First Reading                                                                                   Isaiah 50:4-9a
Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God.

Psalm                                                                                           Psalm 116:1-9
The psalm is read responsively.

 1I love the Lord, who has heard my voice, 
  and listened to my supplication,

 2for the Lord has given ear to me 
  whenever I called.

 3The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me; 
  I came to grief and sorrow.

 4Then I called upon the name of the Lord: 
  “O Lord, I pray you, save my life.” 

 5Gracious is the Lord and righteous; 
  our God is full of compassion.

 6The Lord watches over the innocent; 
  I was brought low, and God saved me.

 7Turn again to your rest, O my soul. 
  for the Lord has dealt well with you.

 8For you have rescued my life from death, 
  my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling;

 9I will walk in the presence of the Lord 
  in the land of the living. 

Second Reading                                                                                James 3:1-12

Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God.
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**  Gospel Acclamation

**  Gospel                                                                                              Mark 8:27-38

The Holy Gospel according to Mark.  
Glory to you O Lord.

The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you O Christ.

**  Gospel Acclamation 
Please see above.  

Sermon                                                                          The Rev. Melissa Lemons
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Hymn of the Day

Lift High the Cross                                                                                                  ELW 660

**  Apostles’ Creed
Please see pew card for words to the Apostles’ Creed.

**   Prayers of the People 
Each portion of the prayer ends with:

 Response:  Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great.
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Meal
Jesus calls all people to sit at the table with him. All are invited, none is excluded.

Offering Song
Each week we give thanks to God for things that God has given us: our selves, our time, 
and our possessions. A financial donation to the church is never a requirement, but is free-
ly given to support the work of the congregation in the community.

For your convenience, St. Stephen’s offers the opportunity to give on-line through text mes-
sage. Type “Funds” to 302-257-6155 to make any donations.

** Offering Prayer
Assisting Minister leads the offering prayer and the assembly responds: Amen.

** Dialogue
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

** Preface
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** Holy, Holy, Holy

** Thanksgiving at the Table

You  are in deed holy, almighty and merciful God…we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore his salutary command…now and forever. 

Amen.

**  Lord’s Prayer
Please see pew card for words to the Lord’s Prayer.



** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.

Page 10

Lamb of God

Invitation to Communion 
Communion Hymn
The ushers will invite the assembly from the front row to the back row to come 
to the chancel to receive communion packets from the pastor via the central aisle. 
Once you receive your communion, please use the side aisles to return to your pew. 
We will all take communion together. Please be sure to discard your cups in the 
trash bin on your way out of church. Please do not leave used communion cups in 
the pews or pew racks.

Communion Blessing 
Post Communion Prayer
Together, let us pray.

God of abundance, 
you cause streams to break forth in the desert 
and manna to rain from the heavens. 
Accept the gifts you have first given us. 
Unite them with the offering of our lives 
to nourish the world you love so dearly; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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Announcements

Sending
We are sent into the world to serve.                                                                                      

**  Blessing
Sending Hymn 
Here on Jesus Christ I Will Stand                                                                       ACS 1024
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Dismissal
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God. 

Postlude
During the postlude the ushers will dismiss the assembly from the back to the 
front. 

Chancel flowers are given by Carolyn Hartmann in honor of Errol’s birthday

Enjoy today’s service? Visit our Facebook page and invite a friend, comment,  
or leave a review. Please text the word “welcome” to 855-965-5200 to be added to our 

email list. May God go with you today and everyday. 

Worship elements taken from Sundays and Seasons.com.  Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24228
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