
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
SERVICE OF THE WORD

  
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost

July 19, 2020 • 10 am

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Welcome 

Prelude

**  Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

Blessed be the Holy Trinity, = one God, 
whose steadfast love is everlasting,  
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.

Amen.

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Reconciling God,

we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 
and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves 
and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.

We fear difference and do not welcome others 
as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. 
By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. 

Amen.

It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat and the weeds Jesus 
suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul, we long for the day that all creation will 
be set free from bondage and suffering. Having both weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our 
hope in the promises of God, and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.

You are welcome here! As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, we believe that the gospel is God’s gift to 
all people, shared unconditionally and without regard to race, gender identity, sexual orientation, so-
cio-economic or family status, age, physical or mental abilities, outward appearance, or religious affili-
ation. We seek to live the truth written in Ephesians that Christ breaks down the dividing walls between 
us and makes us one. 
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Beloved of God...through the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

**  Gathering Song
Oh, That I Had a Thousand Voices (verses 1 and 2)                                                                       ELW#833

                                                        
** Prayer of the Day

Assisting Minister leads the prayer of the day and the assembly responds: Amen.
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Word
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

Reading                                                                                                   Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43                                                   

Sermon                                                                                            The Rev. Jason Churchill

**  Hymn
For the Fruit of All Creation (verses 1 and 2)                                                                                 ELW #679

 
**  Prayers of the People 

Each portion of the prayer ends with either:

 Responses:  Bless we the Lord      Thanks be to God.
   Hear us, O God.     Your mercy is great.

Thanksgiving for the Word

Lord’s Prayer



Sending
We are sent into the world to serve.

Blessing                                                                                                         

Dismissal

Postlude

Enjoy today’s service? Visit our Facebook page and invite a friend, comment, or leave 
a review. May God go with you today and everyday. 

Worship elements taken from Sundays and Seasons.com.  Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24228

 
For additional reference on hymn text and music please refer to the hymn number in the 

cranberry prayer book and hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship. 
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