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Sunday, October 11 
Lectionary 28, Year A 
19th Sunday after Pentecost 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
Wilmington DE 
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GATHERING 

Prelude - Cantor 

Welcome - Presiding Minister  

Confession and Forgiveness - Presiding Minister 

All may make the sign of  the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of  
creation. 
Amen. 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all 
desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of  our hearts by the inspiration 
of  your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of  God and of  
one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Faithful God, have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are captive to sin 
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and cannot free ourselves. 
We turn from your loving embrace 
and go our own ways. 
We pass judgment on one another 
before examining ourselves. 
We place our own needs before those of  our 
neighbors. 
We keep your gift of  salvation to ourselves. 
Make us humble, cast away our 
transgressions, 
and turn us again to life in you 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

God hears the cries of  all who call out in need, 
and through his death and resurrection, 
Christ has made us his own. 
Hear the truth that God proclaims: 
Your sins are forgiven in the name of  ☩ Jesus Christ. 
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 
to do God’s work in the world. Amen. 
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Gathering Song - ELW 833 
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Greeting - Presiding Minister 
The grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ, t 
he love of  God, 
and the communion of  the Holy Spirit  
be with you all. 
And also with you. 

Prayer of  the Day - Assistant Minister  
Let us Pray. 
Lord of  the feast, you have prepared a table before 
all peoples and poured out your life with abundance. 
Call us again to your banquet. Strengthen us by 
what is honorable, just, and pure, and transform us 
into a people of  righteousness and peace, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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WORD 

First Reading (Isaiah 25:1-9) - Lector 

A reading from Isaiah. 

1O Lord, you are my God; 
  I will exalt you, I will praise your name; 
 for you have done wonderful things, 
  plans formed of  old, faithful and sure. 
 2For you have made the city a heap, 
  the fortified city a ruin; 
 the palace of  aliens is a city no more, 
  it will never be rebuilt. 
 3Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; 
  cities of  ruthless nations will fear you. 
 4For you have been a refuge to the poor, 
  a refuge to the needy in their distress, 
  a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from 	 	
	 	 the heat. 
 	 When the blast of  the ruthless was like a winter 	 	
	 	 rainstorm, 
  5the noise of  aliens like heat in a dry place, 
 	 	 you subdued the heat with the shade of  	 	 	
	 	 clouds; the song of  the ruthless was stilled. 
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 6On this mountain the Lord of  hosts will make for 
	 	 all peoples 
  a feast of  rich food, a feast of  well-aged wines, 
  of  rich food filled with marrow, of  well-aged 	 	
	 	 wines strained clear. 
 7And he will destroy on this mountain 
  the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
  the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
 8he will swallow up death forever. 
 Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from 		
	 all faces, 
  and the disgrace of  his people he will take away 
	 	 from all the earth, 
  	 for the Lord has spoken. 
 9It will be said on that day, 
  Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so 	 	
	 	 that he might save us. 
  This is the Lord for whom we have waited; 
  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

Word of  God, word of  life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading (Phil 4:1-9) - Lector 

A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians. 

1My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, 
my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, 
my beloved. 

  2I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of  the 
same mind in the Lord. 3Yes, and I ask you also, my 
loyal companion, help these women, for they have 
struggled beside me in the work of  the gospel, 
together with Clement and the rest of  my co-
workers, whose names are in the book of  life. 
  4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, 
Rejoice. 5Let your gentleness be known to everyone. 
The Lord is near. 6Do not worry about anything, but 
in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 
God. 7And the peace of  God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. 

  8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is 
honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if  
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there is any excellence and if  there is anything 
worthy of  praise, think about these things. 9Keep on 
doing the things that you have learned and received 
and heard and seen in me, and the God of  peace 
will be with you. 

Word of  God, Word of  life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation - Cantor  
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Gospel (Matthew 22:1-4) - Preacher  
The Holy Gospel According to Matthew. 
Glory to you O Lord. 

1Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 
2“The kingdom of  heaven may be compared to a 
king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. 3He 
sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to 
the wedding banquet, but they would not come. 
4Again he sent other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who 
have been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, 
my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, 
and everything is ready; come to the wedding 
banquet.’ 5But they made light of  it and went away, 
one to his farm, another to his business, 6while the 
rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed 
them. 7The king was enraged. He sent his troops, 
destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. 
8Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, 
but those invited were not worthy. 9Go therefore into 
the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the 
wedding banquet.’ 10Those slaves went out into the 
streets and gathered all whom they found, both good 
and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
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  11“But when the king came in to see the guests, 
he noticed a man there who was not wearing a 
wedding robe, 12and he said to him, ‘Friend, how 
did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he 
was speechless. 13Then the king said to the 
attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him 
into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping 
and gnashing of  teeth.’ 14For many are called, but 
few are chosen.”The Gospel of  the Lord 
Praise to you O Christ. 

Sermon - Pastor Jason 
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Hymn of  the Day - ELW 720 
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Creed - Lector 

Let us confess our faith in the words of  the Apostle’s 
Creed: 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of  heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of  the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of  the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of  saints, 
the forgiveness of  sins, 
the resurrection of  the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of  Intercession - Lector 
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MEAL 

Offering Song ELW 465 - Cantor 

Offering Prayer - Assistant Minister 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of  all things. 
You have set before us these gifts  of  your good 
creation. Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, 
nourish us with this rich food and drink, 
and send us forth to set tables in the midst of  a 
suffering world, through the bread of  life, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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Dialogue and Preface - Presiding Minister 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ: 

our Good Samaritan, who tends the wounds of  body 
and spirit with the oil of  consolation and the wine of  
hope; the Sun of  righteousness, who raises us to life 
on his healing wings. 

And so, with all the choirs of  angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of  heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 



Page  of 16 23

Holy Holy Holy 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of  power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of  your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Thanksgiving at the Table - Presiding Minister 
O God most mighty, 
O God most merciful, 
O God our rock and our salvation, 
hear us as we praise, 
call us to your table, 
grant us your life. 

When the earth was a formless void, 
you formed order and beauty. 
When Abraham and Sarah were barren, 
you sent them a child; 
When the Israelites were enslaved, 
you led them to freedom. 
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Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath, 
and the psalmists cried out for healing, 
and full of  compassion, you granted the people your 
life. 

You entered our sorrows in Jesus our brother. 
He was born among the poor, 
he lived under oppression, 
he wept over the city. 

With infinite love, he granted the people your life. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of  me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, 
gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of  sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of  me. 
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Remembering his death, we cry out Amen. [Amen.] 

Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen. 
[Amen.] 

Trusting his presence in every time and place, we 
plead Amen. [Amen.] 

O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this 
meal. 
O God, you are Bread: feed us with yourself. 
O God, you are wine: warm our hearts and make us 
one. 
O God, you are Fire: transform us with hope. 
O God most majestic, O God most motherly, 
O God our strength and our song, 
you show us a vision of  a tree of  life 
with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations. 

Grant us such life, 
the life of  the Father to the Son, 
the life of  the Spirit of  our risen Savior, 
life in you, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit we pray as 
Jesus taught: 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of  trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Lamb of  God - Cantor 
Only music - no words 

Instructions for Communion and dismissal  
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SENDING 

Blessing - Presiding Minister 
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; 
be of  good courage; hold fast to that which is good; 
render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the 
fainthearted; support the weak; help the afflicted; 
honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the 
power of  the Holy Spirit. 

And the blessing of  Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, 
and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

Dismissal - Assistant Minister 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 

Postlude - Cantor 
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Enjoy today’s service? Visit our Facebook page and 
invite a friend, comment, or leave  

a review. May God go with you today and everyday.  

Chancel flowers are given by Sonia Brode in honor of   
my mother’s birthday, Judy Brennan 

Readings for Sunday, October 11, 2020 
Isaiah 25:1-9, Psalm 23, Philippians 4:1-9,  

Matthew 22:1-14 

Readings for Sunday, October 18, 2020 
Isaiah 45:1-7, Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13],  

1 Thessalonians 1:1-10, Matthew 22:15-22 

Worship elements taken from Sundays and Seasons.com.  Copyright 
2020 Augsburg Fortress.  

All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License #24228 

  
For additional reference on hymn text and music please refer to the 

hymn number in the  
cranberry prayer book and hymnal, Evangelical Lutheran Worship.  
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Participants in Today’s Service 

Pastor: 
The Rev. Jason Churchill 

Cantor: 
Dr. Oksana Glouchko 
Assisting Minister:  

Michele Torchia 
Lector:  

Michael Farthing 
Ushers: 

Sonya Rance, Ursula Kroll,  
Rick Feltman, John Gordon 

Altar Guild: 
Sally Dudderar 

Sound System: 
John Rodammer 

AV: 
Ann Warner 
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Welcome Reader:  
Henry Sullivan 

Ministers:  
The people of  St. Stephen’s 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church 
1301 N Broom St, Wilmington, DE 19806   

302-652-7623 
www.saintstephenslutheranchurch.org    

office@ststeph.org 


