
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
HOLY COMMUNION

  
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

August 8, 2021 • 9 am

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude 

Welcome 

**  Thanksgiving for Baptism
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness,… 
Your steadfast love fills the earth.

Your steadfast love fills the earth.

Jesus says that the bread he gives for the life of the world is his flesh, and whoever eats 
this bread has eternal life now and will be raised on the last day. In Ephesians Paul tells 
us what this life Jesus gives us looks like, this life we live as those marked with the seal 
of the Holy Spirit in baptism. We live in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for 
us. The whole purpose of life is giving yourself for the other.

We are not yet singing as a congregation, but you are welcome to hum and/or meditate 
on the text of the hymns.

You are welcome here! As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, we believe that the 
gospel is God’s gift to all people, shared unconditionally and without regard to race, 
gender identity, sexual orientation, socio-economic or family status, age, physical or 
mental abilities, outward appearance, or religious affiliation. We seek to live the truth 
written in Ephesians that Christ breaks down the dividing walls between us and makes 
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Your love flows through water, 
satisfying the thirst of all living things, 
sustaining life in this community, 
nourishing and delighting us. 
We bless you for these gifts of water:

Local waters may be named.

Your steadfast love fills the earth.

Your steadfast love fills the earth.

Your love flows through water, 
a sign of your saving power: 
…Your steadfast love fills the earth.

Your steadfast love fills the earth.

Your love flows through the water of baptism 
joined to your life-giving Word: 
…Your steadfast love fills the earth.

Your steadfast love fills the earth.

Shower us with your Holy Spirit. 
Fill us with your love. 
Clothe us and all your people with grace. 
Embolden us to do justice. 
Bless us to love mercy. 
Guide us to walk humbly with you, 
whom we thank and praise, through Jesus Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

Amen. 
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** Gathering Song
    O Jesus, Joy of Loving Hearts                                                                                  ELW 658

** Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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** Song of Praise
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** Prayer of the Day
Assisting Minister leads the prayer of the day and the assembly responds: Amen.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

First Reading                                                                                   1 Kings 19:4-8
Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God.

Psalm                                                                                             Psalm 34:1-8
The psalm is read responsively.

 1I will bless the Lord at all times; 
  the praise of God shall ever be in my mouth.

 2I will glory in the Lord; 
  let the lowly hear and rejoice.

 3Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord; 
  let us exalt God’s name together.

 4I sought the Lord, who answered me 
  and delivered me from all my terrors. 

 5Look upon the Lord and be radiant, 
  and let not your faces be ashamed.

 6I called in my affliction, and the Lord heard me 
  and saved me from all my troubles.

 7The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear the Lord 
  and delivers them.

 8Taste and see that the Lord is good; 
  happy are they who take refuge in God! 
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Second Reading                                                                            Ephesians 4:25-5:2

Word of God. Word of Life.  

Thanks be to God.

**  Gospel Acclamation

**  Gospel                                                                                                John 6:24-35

The Holy Gospel according to John.  
Glory to you O Lord.

The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you O Christ.

**  Gospel Acclamation 
Please see above.  

Sermon                                                                           The Rev. Jason Churchill                                                                       
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Hymn of the Day
Be Thou My Vision                                                                                                ELW 793

**  Apostles’ Creed
Please see pew card for words to the Apostles’ Creed.

**   Prayers of the People 
Each portion of the prayer ends with either:

 Responses:  Bless we the Lord.     Thanks be to God.
   Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great.
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Meal
Jesus calls all people to sit at the table with him. All are invited, none is excluded.

** Offering Song
Each week we give thanks to God for things that God has given us: our selves, our time, and 
our possessions. A financial donation to the church is never a requirement, but is freely given 
to support the work of the congregation in the community.

For your convenience, St. Stephen’s offers the opportunity to give on-line through text mes-
sage. Type “Funds” to 302-257-6155 to make any donations.

Gather Us In                                                                                                                  ELW 532
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** Offering Prayer
Assisting Minister leads the offering prayer and the assembly responds: Amen.

** Dialogue
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

** Preface
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** Holy, Holy, Holy

** Thanksgiving at the Table

**  Lord’s Prayer
Please see pew card for words to the Lord’s Prayer.

Lamb of God
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Invitation to Communion 

Communion Hymn
The ushers will invite the assembly from the front row to the back row to come 
to the chancel to receive communion packets from the pastor via the central aisle. 
Once you receive your communion, please use the side aisles to return to your pew. 
We will all take communion together. Please besure to discard your cups in the 
trash bin on your way out of church. Please do not leave used communion cups in 
the pews or pew racks.

Communion Blessing 

Post Communion Prayer
Together, let us pray.

Jesus, Bread of life, 
we have received from your table 
more than we could ever ask. 
As you have nourished us in this meal, 
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 
In your name we pray.  
Amen.



** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.

Page 12

Sending
We are sent into the world to serve.                                                                                      

Blessing

Sending Hymn 
Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises                                                                        ELW 535
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Dismissal
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God. 

Postlude
During the postlude the ushers will dismiss the assembly from the back to the 
front. 

Chancel flowers are given by Bob & Sue Linderman  
in loving memory of Sue’s husband, Charles Krick,  

and Bob’s father, Randolph Linderman
 

Enjoy today’s service? Visit our Facebook page and invite a friend, comment,  
or leave a review. Please text the word “welcome” to 855-965-5200 to be added to our 

email list. May God go with you today and everyday. 

Worship elements taken from Sundays and Seasons.com.  Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24228
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God’s work. Our hands. Sunday
On Sunday, September 12, congregations will join together for “God’s work. 
Our hands.” Sunday. 

This annual day of service is an opportunity for us to celebrate who we are 
as the ELCA — one church, freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor.

Send your ideas for that Sunday to Pastor Jason at pastor@ststeph.org.

Sign up for a t-shirt in the narthex by Sunday, August 15!




