
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
MORNING PRAYER - FORM B

Service of the Word  

You are welcome here! As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, we believe that the gospel 
is God’s gift to all people, shared unconditionally and without regard to race, gender iden-
tity, sexual orientation, socio-economic or family status, age, physical or mental abilities, 
outward appearance, or religious affiliation. We seek to live the truth written in Ephesians 
that Christ breaks down the dividing walls between us and makes us one.

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Welcome 
**  Confession for Forgiveness

In the name of the Father, 
and of the = Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Gracious God,

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves 
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion 
forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have 
failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may 
live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



**  Greeting    
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.

Lord, have mercy:   Lord, have mercy.

Christ, have mercy:   Christ, have mercy.

Lord, have mercy:   Lord, have mercy.                                                                             
**  Prayer of the Day

Word
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.  

The readings for each Sunday will be included in the E-Courier every Wednesday and 
posted on our website under the Morning Prayer section.

Homily
Prayers of Intercession

Thanksgiving
We give thanks for that saving word and all the gifts of God, who then sends us to share 

the good news we have received and to care for those in need.

Canticle of Thanksgiving

Thanksgiving for the Word
Praise and thanks to you, holy God, for by your Word you made all things: you spoke 
light into darkness, called forth beauty from chaos, and brought life into being. For your 
Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

By your Word you called your people Israel to tell of your wonderful gifts: freedom 
from captivity, water on the desert journey, a pathway home from exile, wisdom for 
life with you. For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.



Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: 
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your 
self-giving love. For your Word of life, O God,

we give you thanks and praise.

Send your Spirit of truth, O God; rekindle your gifts within us: renew our faith, 
increase our hope, and deepen our love, for the sake of a world in need. Faithful 
to your Word, O God, draw near to all who call on you; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory 
forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Sending
We are sent into the world to serve.

Blessing 

Dismissal

 



Offering
Each week we give thanks to God for things that God has given us: our selves, our time, 
and our possessions. A financial donation to the church is never a requirement, but is free-
ly given to support the work of the congregation in the community. For your convenience, 
St. Stephen’s offers the opportunity to give on-line through text message. Text 833-968-
0047 to make any donations or go to our website at www.ststeph.org. Go to the About Us 
tab and click on Giving. 

Enjoy today’s online service? Visit our Facebook page and invite a friend, comment, or 
leave a review. If you’re visiting, it was wonderful seeing you and please come back. May 
God go with you today and everyday. 
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