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Sunday, November 8, 2020 
A Service of  Healing for  
Our Church and Nation 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church Wilmington DE 
Leader Pages 

GATHERING 

Prelude - Cantor 

Welcome - Presiding Minister  

Great Litany - Presiding Minister & Lector 

The assembly response is in bold. 

Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy.

O Christ, hear us. 
In mercy hear us.
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God, the Father in heaven, 
have mercy on us.
God, the Son, redeemer of the world, 
have mercy on us.
God, the Holy Spirit, 
have mercy on us.
Holy Trinity, one God, 
have mercy on us.

Be gracious to us. 
Spare us, good Lord.
Be gracious to us. 
Spare us, good Lord.

From all sin, from all error, from all evil;
from the cunning assaults of the devil;
from an unprepared and evil death:
Good Lord, deliver us.

From war, bloodshed, and violence;
from corrupt and unjust government;
from sedition and treason:
Good Lord, deliver us.
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From pandemic, drought, and famine;
from fire and flood, earthquake, lightning, 
and storm, 
and from everlasting death:
Good Lord, deliver us.

By the mystery of your incarnation; 
by your holy birth:
Help us, good Lord.

By your baptism, fasting, and temptation;
by your agony and bloody sweat;
by your cross and suffering; 
by your death and burial: 
Help us, good Lord.

By your resurrection and ascension;
by the gift of the Holy Spirit:
Help us, good Lord.
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In all time of our tribulation;
in all time of our prosperity;
in the hour of death; and in the day of judgment:
Save us, good Lord.

Though unworthy, we implore you
to hear us, Lord our God.

To rule and govern your holy catholic church;
to guide all servants of your church
in the love of your word and in holiness of life;
to put an end to all schisms
and causes of offense to those who would 

believe;
and to bring into the way of truth all who have 

gone astray:
We implore you to hear us, good Lord.
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To beat down Satan under our feet;
to send faithful workers into your harvest;
to accompany your word with your Spirit and 

power;
to raise up those who fall and to strengthen those 

who stand;
and to comfort and help the fainthearted and the 

distressed:
We implore you to hear us, good Lord.

To give to all nations justice and peace;
to preserve our country from discord and strife;
to direct and guard those who have civil 

authority;
and to bless and guide all our people:
We implore you to hear us, good Lord.
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To behold and help all who are in danger, need, 
or tribulation;

to protect and guide all who travel;
to preserve and provide for all women in 

childbirth;
to watch over children and to guide the young;
to heal the sick and to strengthen their families 

and friends;
to bring reconciliation to families in discord;
to provide for the unemployed and for all in 

need;
to be merciful to all who are imprisoned;
to support, comfort, and guide all orphans, 

widowers, and widows;
and to have mercy on all your people:
We implore you to hear us, good Lord.

To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and 
slanderers, and to reconcile us to them;
to help us use wisely the fruits and treasures
of the earth, the sea, and the air; 
and graciously to hear our prayers:
We implore you to hear us, good Lord.
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Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
we implore you to hear us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; 
have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the 
world; 
give us peace. 
Amen.

O Christ, hear us.
In mercy hear us.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
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Gathering Song - ELW 614 
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Prayer of  the Day - Assistant Minister  
Let us Pray. 
God our Father, your Son Jesus prayed that his 
followers might be one. Make all Christians one with 
him as he is one with you, so that in peace and 
concord we may carry to the world the message of  
your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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WORD 

First Reading (Isaiah 2:2-4) - Lector 

A reading from Isaiah. 
In days to come 
    the mountain of  the Lord’s house 
shall be established as the highest of  the mountains, 
    and shall be raised above the hills; 
all the nations shall stream to it. 

    Many peoples shall come and say, 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of  the Lord, 
    to the house of  the God of  Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways 
    and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of  Zion shall go forth instruction, 
    and the word of  the Lord from Jerusalem. 

He shall judge between the nations, 
    and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
    and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
    neither shall they learn war any more. 

Word of  God, word of  life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading (Ephesians 4:1-6) - Lector 

A reading from Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians. 

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead 
a life worthy of  the calling to which you have been 
called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with 
patience, bearing with one another in love, 3 making 
every effort to maintain the unity of  the Spirit in the 
bond of  peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit, 
just as you were called to the one hope of  your 
calling, 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one 
God and Father of  all, who is above all and through 
all and in all. 

Word of  God, Word of  life. 
Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation - Cantor  
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Gospel (John 17:15-23) - Preacher  
The Holy Gospel According to John. 
Glory to you O Lord. 

I am not asking you to take them out of  the world, 
but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. They 
do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to 
the world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is 
truth. As you have sent me into the world, so I have 
sent them into the world. And for their sakes I 
sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in 
truth. 
“I ask not only on behalf  of  these, but also on behalf  
of  those who will believe in me through their word, 
that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me 
and I am in you, may they also be in us,[b] so that 
the world may believe that you have sent me. The 
glory that you have given me I have given them, so 
that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and 
you in me, that they may become completely one, so 
that the world may know that you have sent me and 
have loved them even as you have loved me. 

The Gospel of  the Lord 
Praise to you O Christ 
Sermon - Pastor Jason 
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Hymn of  the Day - ELW 633 
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Renewal of  Baptismal Vows - Pastor 

Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of  baptism 
as we come before God to make public affirmation 
of  baptism into Christ. 

For those awaiting baptism or discerning, I invite you 
into this proclamation of  faith in Christ. 

Let us pray. 

Merciful God, we thank you that you have made us 
your own by water and the Word in baptism. You 
have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the 
gifts of  your Spirit, and nourished us in the 
community of  faith. Uphold us and all your servants 
in the gifts and promises of  baptism, and kindle the 
hearts of  all those whom you call into discernment 
of  this gift that they may join in their time through 
by water and Word.  

We ask this in the name of  Christ. 
Amen. 
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Profession of  Faith - Pastor 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject 
sin, and confess the faith of  the church. 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that 
defy God? 
I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the powers of  this world that rebel 
against God? 
I renounce them. 

Do you renounce the ways of  sin that draw you from 
God? 
I renounce them. 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of  heaven and earth. 
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Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of  God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our 
Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of  the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of  the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of  saints, 
the forgiveness of  sins, 
the resurrection of  the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
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Affirmation - Pastor 

You have made public profession of  your faith. Do 
you intend to continue in the covenant God made 
with you in holy baptism: 

to live among God’s faithful people, 
to hear the word of  God and share in the Lord’s 
supper, 
to proclaim the good news of  God in Christ through 
word and deed, 
to serve all people, following the example of  Jesus, 
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 
We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and 
the Holy Spirit you give us new birth, cleanse us 
from sin, and raise us to eternal life.  
Amen. 

Prayers of  Intercession - Lector 
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MEAL 

Offering Song ELW 465 - Cantor 

Offering Prayer - Assistant Minister 
Let us pray. 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of  all things. 
You have set before us these gifts  of  your good 
creation. Prepare us for your heavenly banquet, 
nourish us with this rich food and drink, 
and send us forth to set tables in the midst of  a 
suffering world, through the bread of  life, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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Dialogue and Preface - Presiding Minister 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful 
God, through our Savior Jesus Christ: 

our Good Samaritan, who tends the wounds of  body 
and spirit with the oil of  consolation and the wine of  
hope; the Sun of  righteousness, who raises us to life 
on his healing wings. 

And so, with all the choirs of  angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of  heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Holy Holy Holy 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of  power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of  your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of  the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

Thanksgiving at the Table - Presiding Minister 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal: 
surrounded by evil and bordered by death 
we appeal to you, 
our Sovereign, our Wisdom, and our Judge. 

We praise you for Christ, who proclaimed your reign 
of  peace 
and promised an end to injustice and harm. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of  me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of  
sin. Do this for the remembrance of  me. 

Remembering, therefore, 
the sacrifice of  his life and death 
and the victory of  his resurrection, 
we await with all the saints 
his loving redemption of  our suffering world. 

Send your Spirit on these gifts of  bread and wine 
and on all who share in the body and blood of  your 
Son: teach us your mercy and justice, 
and make all things new in Christ. 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit we pray as 
Jesus taught: 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of  trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

Lamb of  God - Cantor 
Only music - no words 

Instructions for Communion and dismissal  
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SENDING 

Blessing - Presiding Minister 
The God of  all consolation bless you in every way, 
grant you hope all the days of  your life, 
grant you salvation, 
fill your heart with passion for justice, 
make you a tireless advocate for Christ in this world, 
and lead you to eternal life. 

Almighty God bless you, the Father, the ☩ Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

Dismissal - Assistant Minister 
Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
Thanks be to God. 

Postlude - Cantor 


