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HOLY COMMUNION

  
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 5, 2021 • 10 am

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude 

Welcome 

**  Blessing of Hands
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins.

Look at your hands. Notice their power and gentleness. Let us bless these hands 
together. I invite you to say each phrase after me.

Your steadfast love fills the earth.

James tells us to stop showing favoritism in the assembly, treating the rich visitor 
with more honor than the poor one. Jesus himself seems to show partiality in his first 
response to the Syrophoenician woman in today’s gospel. Was he testing her faith in 
saying Gentiles don’t deserve the goods meant for God’s children? Or was he speaking 
out of his human worldview, but transcended those limits when she took him by 
surprise with her reply? Either way, the story tells us that God shows no partiality. 
Everyone who brings a need to Jesus is received with equal honor as a child and heir.

We are not yet singing as a congregation, but you are welcome to hum and/or 
meditate on the text of the hymns.

You are welcome here! As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, we believe that the 
gospel is God’s gift to all people, shared unconditionally and without regard to race, 
gender identity, sexual orientation, socio-economic or family status, age, physical or 
mental abilities, outward appearance, or religious affiliation. We seek to live the truth 
written in Ephesians that Christ breaks down the dividing walls between us and 
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Blessed be the works of your hands, O Holy One.

Blessed be these hands that have touched life.

Blessed be these hands that have nurtured creativity.

Blessed be these hands that have held pain.

Blessed be these hands that have embraced with passion.

Blessed be these hands that have tended gardens.

Blessed be these hands that have closed in anger.

Blessed be these hands that have planted new seeds.

Blessed be these hands that have harvested ripe fields.

Blessed be these hands that have cleaned, washed, mopped, scrubbed.

Blessed be these hands that have become knotty with age.

Blessed be these hands that are wrinkled and scarred from doing justice.

Blessed be these hands that have reached out and been received.

Blessed be these hands that hold the promise of the future.

Blessed be the works of your hands, O Holy One.

** Gathering Song
   Open Your Ears, O Faithful People                                                                         ELW 519
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** Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

** Kyrie
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** Prayer of the Day
Assisting Minister leads the prayer of the day and the assembly responds: Amen.

** Song of Praise
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Word
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

First Reading                                                                                   Isaiah 35:4-7a
Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God.

Psalm                                                                                                 Psalm 146
The psalm is read responsively.

 1Hallelujah! 
  Praise the Lord, O my soul!

 2I will praise the Lord as long as I live; 
  I will sing praises to my God while I have my being.

 3Put not your trust in rulers, 
  in mortals in whom there is no help.

 4When they breathe their last, they return to earth, 
  and in that day their thoughts perish. 

 5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, 
  whose hope is in the Lord their God;

 6who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; 
  who keeps promises forever;

 7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. 
  The Lord sets the | captive free.

 8The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who are bowed 
down; 
  the Lord loves the righteous.  
 9The Lord cares for the stranger; 
  the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of the wicked.

 10The Lord shall reign forever, 
  your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!  

Second Reading                                                                                James 2:1-17

Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God.
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**  Gospel Acclamation

**  Gospel                                                                                               Mark 7:24-37

The Holy Gospel according to Mark.  
Glory to you O Lord.

The Gospel of the Lord.   
Praise to you O Christ.

**  Gospel Acclamation 
Please see above.  

Sermon                                                                           The Rev. Jason Churchill                                                                       



** Please stand as you are able. Items in bold are to be spoken by the assembly.

Page 7

Hymn of the Day
Light Dawns on a Weary World                                                                           ELW 726
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**  Apostles’ Creed
Please see pew card for words to the Apostles’ Creed.

**   Prayers of the People 
Each portion of the prayer ends with:

 Response:  Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great.

Meal
Jesus calls all people to sit at the table with him. All are invited, none is excluded.

Offering Song
Each week we give thanks to God for things that God has given us: our selves, our time, 
and our possessions. A financial donation to the church is never a requirement, but is free-
ly given to support the work of the congregation in the community.

For your convenience, St. Stephen’s offers the opportunity to give on-line through text mes-
sage. Type “Funds” to 302-257-6155 to make any donations.

Earth and All Stars!                                                                                                ELW 731
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** Offering Prayer
Assisting Minister leads the offering prayer and the assembly responds: Amen.

** Dialogue
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

** Preface
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** Holy, Holy, Holy

** Thanksgiving at the Table

**  Lord’s Prayer
Please see pew card for words to the Lord’s Prayer.
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Lamb of God

Invitation to Communion 

Communion Hymn
The ushers will invite the assembly from the front row to the back row to come 
to the chancel to receive communion packets from the pastor via the central aisle. 
Once you receive your communion, please use the side aisles to return to your pew. 
We will all take communion together. Please be sure to discard your cups in the 
trash bin on your way out of church. Please do not leave used communion cups in 
the pews or pew racks.

Communion Blessing 
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Post Communion Prayer
Together, let us pray.

God of abundance, 
you cause streams to break forth in the desert 
and manna to rain from the heavens. 
Accept the gifts you have first given us. 
Unite them with the offering of our lives 
to nourish the world you love so dearly; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Announcements

Sending
We are sent into the world to serve.                                                                                      

**  Blessing
Sending Hymn 
O Christ, Your Hear, Compassionate (vs. 1-3)                                                   ELW 722
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Dismissal
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God. 

Postlude
During the postlude the ushers will dismiss the assembly from the back to the front. 
Please join us for light refreshments following today’s service.

Chancel flowers are given by Tom & Karleen Strayer
in honor of their 29th anniversary



Enjoy today’s service? Visit our Facebook page and invite a friend, comment,  
or leave a review. Please text the word “welcome” to 855-965-5200 to be added to our 

email list. May God go with you today and everyday. 
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