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Sunday, May 2, 2021 
Fifth Sunday of Easter,  
Year B 
 
 
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church Wilmington DE 
Leader Pages 
 

 
 

GATHERING 
 
Prelude - Cantor 
 
Confession & Forgiveness - Presiding Minister 
All that are able are invited to stand. You may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, + and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 
 
God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your 
people, turning us from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the 
power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive 
your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have 



  Page 2 of 16 

 

not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we 
may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for 
us, and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 
the name of the Father, and of the ! Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 
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*Gathering Song - ELW 447 

*Greeting - Presiding Minister 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit  be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
*Song of Praise - This is the Feast Setting 3 
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*Prayer of the Day - Assistant Minister  
Let us pray. O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from 
whom we cannot live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, that 
we may bear the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
WORD 
 
First Reading (Acts 8:26-40) - Lector 
A reading from Acts. 
 

An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to 
the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness 
road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a 
court official of the Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, in charge of her 
entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship 28and was 
returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 
29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 
30So Philip ran up to it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He 
asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How 
can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and sit 
beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was 
this:  
! “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
! ! and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
! ! ! so he does not open his mouth. 
! 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
! ! Who can describe his generation? 
! ! ! For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the 
prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then Philip 
began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he proclaimed to him 
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the good news about Jesus. 36As they were going along the road, they 
came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is 
to prevent me from being baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to 
stop, and both of them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the 
water, and Philip baptized him. 39When they came up out of the water, 
the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no 
more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at 
Azotus, and as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the 
good news to all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 22:25-31 - Lector 
The Psalm will be read responsively   
 
From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 
    I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the 
Lord. 
" The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
" " Let those who seek the Lord give praise! May your 
hearts live forever! 
" All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; 
all the families of nations shall bow before God. 
" For dominion belongs to the Lord, 
" " who rules over the nations.  
 
" Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 
" " all who go down to the dust, though they be dead, shall 
kneel before the Lord. 
" Their descendants shall serve the Lord, 
" " whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 
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" They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet 
unborn, 
" " saying to them, “The Lord has acted!”  
 
Second Reading (1 John 4:7-21) - Lector 
A reading from 1 John. 
 
Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone 
who loves is born of God and knows God. 8Whoever does not love does 
not know God, for God is love. 9God’s love was revealed among us in 
this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live 
through him. 10In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved 
us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11Beloved, 
since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12No 
one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God lives in us, and his 
love is perfected in us. 
!  13By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has 
given us of his Spirit. 14And we have seen and do testify that the Father 
has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15God abides in those who 
confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16So we 
have known and believe the love that God has for us.  
!  God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God 
abides in them. 17Love has been perfected among us in this: that we 
may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in 
this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for 
fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached 
perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who 
say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those 
who do not love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love 
God whom they have not seen. 21The commandment we have from 
him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also. 
 

Word of God, Word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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*Gospel Acclamation - ELW 376 - Vs. 1  
(Print the verses in slides) 
 

*Gospel (John 15:1-8) - Preacher  
The Holy Gospel According to John. 
Glory to you O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the 
vinegrower. 2He removes every branch in me that bears no 
fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear 
more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I 
have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the 
branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, 
neither can you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are 
the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much 
fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever 
does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; 
such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 
7If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8My Father is 
glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my 
disciples.” 
 

The Gospel of the Lord 
Praise to you O Christ. 
 

*Gospel Acclamation - ELW 376 - Vs. 3 
 
Sermon - Pastor Barbara Melosh 
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Hymn of the Day - ELW 403  
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*Creed - Lector 

Let us confess our faith in the words of the Nicene Creed: 
 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
*Prayers of Intercession - Lector 
 
MEAL 
 
Offering Song - ELW 372 - Cantor 
The pastor will prepare the table for communion - if you did not leave your offering at the 
registration table - please signal an usher so they may take it with the offering plate to the chancel. 
If you are joining online - you are invited to visit our website to make an online gift to the mission 
of St. Stephen’s. 
 

Great Thanksgiving 
 
Offering Prayer - Assistant Minister 
Let us pray. 
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to 
your table. Receive our lives and the gifts we offer. 
Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 
 Amen. 
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*Dialogue & Preface - Presiding Minister 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, 
the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; 
who in dying has destroyed death, 
and in rising has brought us to eternal life. 
 
And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of 
the resurrection, 
with earth and sea and all their creatures, 
and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

*Holy, Holy, Holy - Setting 3 
 
*Thanksgiving at the Table 
Holy, living, and loving God, 
we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
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We bless you for bringing Noah and his family through the 
waters of the flood, 
for freeing your people Israel from the bonds of slavery, 
and for sending your Son to be our Redeemer. 
We give you thanks for Jesus 
who, living among us, 
healed the sick, 
fed the hungry, 
and with a love stronger than death, 
gave his life for others. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, 
his life-giving death and glorious resurrection, 
we await your promised life for all this dying world. 
 
Breathe your Spirit on us and on this bread and cup: 
carry us in your arms from death to life, 
that we may live as your chosen ones, 
clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 
 
Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
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Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
Amen 
*Lord#s Prayer 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit we pray as Jesus taught: 
 
Lamb of God - Setting 3 
 
Invitation to Communion 
The risen Christ invites us to this table. 
Come, eat and be satisfied. 
 
Communion Hymn - ELW 479 
The ushers will come forward to receive the elements from the pastor and bring them to the narthex. 
The assembly is invited to take a packet containing gluten-free bread and wine or grape juice upon 
being dismissed by the ushers. 
 
SENDING 
 
Blessing - Presiding Minister 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom 
to know and to love the risen Lord Jesus. 
 
The God of life, 
Father, ! Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. Amen. 
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Sending Hymn - ELW 821 

Postlude - Cantor 
During the postlude the ushers will dismiss the assembly from the back to the front. Please take a 
communion package and join us around the front steps outside. 
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The assembly is invited to gather around the front steps to take communion and receive the post 
communion blessing. Please be patient as there will be members of the assembly using the elevator 

to make their way to the outdoor gathering.   
 

Post Communion Prayer - Assisting Minister 
Let us pray. 
Wellspring of joy, 
through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. 
Satisfy the hunger still around us, 
and send us as joyful witnesses, 
that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Communion Blessing - Pastor 
May the body and blood of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ 
keep you in everlasting life. Amen. 
 
Dismissal - Assistant Minister 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
 

Chancel flowers are given by Bob Linderman 
in honor of Sue Linderman’s birthday 
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Participants in Today’s Service  

Pastor:  
The Rev. Barbara Melosh  

Cantor:  
Dr. Oksana Glouchko  

Assisting Minister:  
Michael Farthing 

Lector:  
Bob Linderman 

Ushers:  
Sonya Rance, Michele Torchia, John Gordon, John Rodammer 

Altar Guild:  
Sally Dudderar 

Sound System:  
Mike Lehm 

AV:  
Leah Strayer 

Ministers:  
The people of St. Stephen’s  

 
 

St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church  
1301 N Broom St, Wilmington, DE 19806 302-652-7623 
www.saintstephenslutheranchurch.org office@ststeph.org  

 


