
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
HOLY COMMUNION

  
Third Sunday after Pentecost

June 13, 2021 • 9 am

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude 

Welcome 

**  Confession and Forgiviness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ; one God....the God of mercy. Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

The mustard seed becomes a great shrub that shelters the birds, recalling ancient images 
of the tree of life. We’d expect a cedar or a sequoia, but Jesus finds the power of God better 
imaged in a tiny, no-account seed. It’s not the way we expect divine activity to look. Yet 
the tree of life is here, in the cross around which we gather, the tree into which we are 
grafted through baptism, the true vine that nourishes us with its fruit in the cup we share. 
It may not appear all that impressive, but while nobody’s looking it grows with a power 
beyond our understanding.

You are welcome here! As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, we believe that the gospel 
is God’s gift to all people, shared unconditionally and without regard to race, gender iden-
tity, sexual orientation, socio-economic or family status, age, physical or mental abilities, 
outward appearance, or religious affiliation. We seek to live the truth written in Ephesians 
that Christ breaks down the dividing walls between us and makes us one. 
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God, our provider, help us.
It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when they 
differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own under-
standing rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your 
ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of 
eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.

Beloved people of God:...you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. Amen.

** Gathering Song
     The Reign of God, Like Farmer’s Field                                                                       ELW 952
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** Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

** Song of Praise
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** Prayer of the Day
Assisting Minister leads the prayer of the day and the assembly responds: Amen.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

First Reading                                                                                     Ezekiel 17:22-24
Word of God. Word of Life.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm                                                                                       Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15
The psalm is read responsively.

 1It is a good thing to give thanks to the Lord, 
  to sing praise to your name, O Most High;
 2to herald your love in the morning 
  and your faithfulness at night;

 3on the psaltery, and on the lyre, 
  and to the melody of the harp.

 4For you have made me glad by your acts, O Lord; 
  and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands. 

 12The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, 
  and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon.

 13Those who are planted in the house of the Lord 
  shall flourish in the courts of our God;

 14they shall still bear fruit in old age; 
  they shall be green and succulent;

 15that they may show how upright the Lord is, 
  my rock, in whom there is no injustice. 

Second Reading                                                        2 Corinthians 5:6-10 [11-13] 14-17
Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God.
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**  Gospel Acclamation

**  Gospel                                                                                                    Mark 4:26-34
The Holy Gospel according to Mark.  Glory to you O Lord.
The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you O Christ.

**  Gospel Acclamation Please see above.  

Sermon                                                                                      The Rev. Fred Melton

Hymn of the Day
Lord, Your Hands Have Formed                                                                                 ELW 554 
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**  Apostles’ Creed
Please see pew card for words to the Apostles’ Creed.

**   Prayers of the People 
Each portion of the prayer ends with either:

 Responses:  Bless we the Lord.     Thanks be to God.
   Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great.

Meal
Jesus calls all people to sit at the table with him. All are invited, none is excluded.

** Offering Song
The pastor will prepare the table for communion - if you did not leave your offering 
at the registration table - please signal an usher so they may take it with the offering 
plate to the chancel. If you are joining online - you are invited to visit our website to 
make an online gift to the mission of St. Stephen’s.

Let Us Go Now to the Banquet                                                                                   ELW 523
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** Offering Prayer
Assisting Minister leads the offering prayer and the assembly responds: Amen.

** Dialogue
Please see the slides for the responses.

** Preface

** Holy, Holy, Holy
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** Thanksgiving at the Table

**  Lord’s Prayer
Please see pew card for words to the Lord’s Prayer.

Lamb of God

Invitation to Communion 

Communion Hymn
The ushers will invite the assembly from the front row to the back row to come to the 
chancel to receive communion packets from the pastor via the central aisle. Once you 
receive your communion, please use the side aisles to return to your pew. We will all 
take communion together. Please besure to discard your cups in the trash bin on your 
way out of church. Please do not leave used communion cups in the pews or pew racks.

Communion Blessing 
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Post Communion Prayer
Assisting Minister leads the post communion prayer and the assembly responds: 
Amen.

Sending
We are sent into the world to serve.                                                                                      

Blessing

Sending Hymn 
Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word                                                                         ELW 663                                                                   

Dismissal
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!

Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude
During the postlude the ushers will dismiss the assembly from the back to the front. 



Enjoy today’s service? Visit our Facebook page and invite a friend, comment, or leave 
a review. May God go with you today and everyday. 

Chancel flowers are given by Bob & Sue Linderman  
in loving memory of Bob’s stepfather, Robert Adams, and Bob’s step-brother, Wes Adams
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