
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
HOLY COMMUNION

  
Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost

October 3, 2021 • 10 am

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude 

Welcome 

Joys & Concerns

**  Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God,…and whose love is endless.

Amen.

Someone who isn’t part of Jesus’ own circle is casting out demons in Jesus’ name, and 
the disciples want him stopped. They appeal to Jesus, as Joshua did to Moses about 
the elders who prophesied without official authorization. Like Moses, Jesus refuses to 
see this as a threat. Jesus welcomes good being done in his name, even when it is not 
under his control. The circle we form around Jesus’ word must be able to value good 
being done in ways we wouldn’t do it, by people we can’t keep tabs on.

Please remember to properly wear your face covering for the duration of today’s 
service. You may lower it to receive communion.

You are welcome here! As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, we believe that the 
gospel is God’s gift to all people, shared unconditionally and without regard to race, 
gender identity, sexual orientation, socio-economic or family status, age, physical or 
mental abilities, outward appearance, or religious affiliation. We seek to live the truth 
written in Ephesians that Christ breaks down the dividing walls between us and 
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Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.

Silence is kept for reflection.

God our comforter:

like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 
We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 
Free us from our sin, gracious God. 
Listen when we call out to you for help. 
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. Amen.

All have sinned and fall short…the forgiveness of all your sins.

Amen.

** Gathering Song
God Is Here!                                                                                                             ELW 526
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** Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

** Kyrie
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** Prayer of the Day
Assisting Minister leads the prayer of the day and the assembly responds: Amen.

** Song of Praise
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Word
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

First Reading                                                                                Genesis 2:18-24
Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God.

Psalm                                                                                                     Psalm 8
The psalm is read responsively.

 1O Lord our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in all the earth!—

 2you whose glory is chanted above the heavens out of the mouths of infants and
  children; 
  you have set up a fortress against your enemies, to silence the foe and
  avenger.

 3When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
  the moon and the stars you have set in their courses,

 4what are mere mortals that you should be mindful of them, 
  human beings that you should care for them? 

 5Yet you have made them little less than divine; 
  with glory and honor you crown them.

 6You have made them rule over the works of your hands; 
  you have put all things under their feet:

 7all flocks and cattle, 
  even the wild beasts of the field,

 8the birds of the air, the fish of the sea, 
  and whatever passes along the paths of the sea.

 9O Lord our Lord, 
  how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

Second Reading                                                                  Hebrews 1:1-4;2:5-12

Word of God. Word of Life.  

Thanks be to God.
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**  Gospel Acclamation

**  Gospel                                                                                              Mark 10:2-16

The Holy Gospel according to Mark.  

Glory to you O Lord.

The Gospel of the Lord.   

Praise to you O Christ.

**  Gospel Acclamation 
Please see above.  

Sermon                                                                           The Rev. Jason Churchill
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Hymn of the Day

Kneeling in the Dust to Form Us                                                                         ACS 1099
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**  Apostles’ Creed
Please see pew card for words to the Apostles’ Creed.

**   Prayers of the People 
Each portion of the prayer ends with:

 Response:  Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great.

Meal
Jesus calls all people to sit at the table with him. All are invited, none is excluded.

Offering Song
Each week we give thanks to God for things that God has given us: our selves, our time, 
and our possessions. A financial donation to the church is never a requirement, but is free-
ly given to support the work of the congregation in the community.

For your convenience, St. Stephen’s offers the opportunity to give on-line through text mes-
sage. Type “Funds” to 302-257-6155 to make any donations.

** Offering Prayer
Assisting Minister leads the offering prayer and the assembly responds: Amen.

** Dialogue
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

** Preface
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** Holy, Holy, Holy

** Thanksgiving at the Table

You  are in deed holy, almighty and merciful God…we proclaim the Lord’s death 
until he comes.

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore his salutary command…now and forever. 

Amen.

**  Lord’s Prayer
Please see pew card for words to the Lord’s Prayer.
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Lamb of God

Invitation to Communion 
Communion Hymn
After the singing of the Lamb of God, please come forward at the direction of the 
ushers starting from the front row. Be sure to take an empty earth-friendly com-
munion cup and move as far down the rail as possible. Floor is marked for social 
distancing purposes. After receiving the bread and wine, please return to your 
seats by way of the side aisles. You should dispose of communion cups in the waste 
baskets. Bread is received in the hands. Gluten free bread is also available – please 
let Pastor Churchill know if you wish this alternative. You may lower your face 
covering once you receive the bread. Wine is received in individual earth-friendly 
cups. If you prefer juice please let the assisting minister know. All are welcome to 
this table without exception.

Communion Blessing 
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Post Communion Prayer
Together, let us pray.
Lord of life, 
in the gift of your body and blood 
you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of salvation. 
Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 
bearing witness to the abundance of your love 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Announcements
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Sending
We are sent into the world to serve.                                                                                      

**  Blessing
Sending Hymn 
Go, My Children, with My Blessing                                                                    ELW 543

Dismissal
Go in peace. You are the body of Christ.
Thanks be to God. 

Postlude
During the postlude the ushers will dismiss the assembly from the back to the 
front. 



Chancel flowers are given by Ralph & Sue Heiss in honor of Evelyn Heiss’ birthday

Enjoy today’s service? Visit our Facebook page and invite a friend, comment,  
or leave a review. Please text the word “welcome” to 855-965-5200 to be added to our 

email list. May God go with you today and everyday. 
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