
St. Stephen’s Lutheran Church
HOLY COMMUNION

  
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost

July 18, 2021 • 9 am

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude 

Welcome 

**  Confession and Forgiviness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ; one God....the God of mercy. Amen.

Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Mark’s gospel makes clear how great is the press of the crowd, with its countless needs 
to be met, on Jesus and his disciples. Yet in today’s gospel Jesus advises his disciples to 
get away and rest, to take care of themselves. Sometimes we think that when others are in 
great need we shouldn’t think of ourselves at all; but Jesus also honors the caregivers’ need. 
We are sent from Christ’s table to care for others and for ourselves.

We are not yet singing as a congregation, but you are welcome to hum and/or meditate on 
the text of the hymns.

You are welcome here! As a Reconciling in Christ congregation, we believe that the gospel 
is God’s gift to all people, shared unconditionally and without regard to race, gender iden-
tity, sexual orientation, socio-economic or family status, age, physical or mental abilities, 
outward appearance, or religious affiliation. We seek to live the truth written in Ephesians 
that Christ breaks down the dividing walls between us and makes us one. 
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God, our provider, help us.
It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question your ways when they 
differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to our own under-
standing rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your teachings and your 
ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with us the words of 
eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen.

Beloved people of God:...you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. Amen.

** Gathering Song
     I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say                                                                                     ELW 332
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** Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

** Song of Praise
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** Prayer of the Day
Assisting Minister leads the prayer of the day and the assembly responds: Amen.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture, preaching and song.

First Reading                                                                                      Jeremiah 23:1-6
Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God.

Psalm                                                                                                         Psalm 23

 
Second Reading                                                                             Ephesians 2:11-22
Word of God. Word of Life.  
Thanks be to God.
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**  Gospel Acclamation

**  Gospel                                                                                        Mark 6:30-34, 53-56
The Holy Gospel according to Mark.  Glory to you O Lord.
The Gospel of the Lord.   Praise to you O Christ.

**  Gospel Acclamation Please see above.  

Sermon                                                                               The Rev. Melissa Lemons                                                               

Hymn of the Day
Shepherd Me, O God                                                                                                    ELW 780
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**  Apostles’ Creed
Please see pew card for words to the Apostles’ Creed.

**   Prayers of the People 
Each portion of the prayer ends with either:

 Responses:  Bless we the Lord.     Thanks be to God.
   Hear us, O God.   Your mercy is great.

Meal
Jesus calls all people to sit at the table with him. All are invited, none is excluded.

** Offering Song
Each week we give thanks to God for things that God has given us: our selves, our time, and 
our possessions. A financial donation to the church is never a requirement, but is freely given 
to support the work of the congregation in the community.

For your convenience, St. Stephen’s offers the opportunity to give on-line through text mes-
sage. Type “Funds” to 302-257-6155 to make any donations.

Gather Us In                                                                                                                  ELW 532
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** Offering Prayer
Assisting Minister leads the offering prayer and the assembly responds: Amen.

** Dialogue
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

** Preface
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** Holy, Holy, Holy

** Thanksgiving at the Table

**  Lord’s Prayer
Please see pew card for words to the Lord’s Prayer.

Lamb of God
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Invitation to Communion 

Communion Hymn
The ushers will invite the assembly from the front row to the back row to come to the 
chancel to receive communion packets from the pastor via the central aisle. Once you 
receive your communion, please use the side aisles to return to your pew. We will all 
take communion together. Please besure to discard your cups in the trash bin on your 
way out of church. Please do not leave used communion cups in the pews or pew racks.

Communion Blessing 

Post Communion Prayer
Together, let us pray.

Jesus, Bread of life, 
we have received from your table 
more than we could ever ask. 
As you have nourished us in this meal, 
now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 
In your name we pray.  
Amen.
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Sending
We are sent into the world to serve.                                                                                      

Blessing

Sending Hymn 
Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us                                                                               ELW 789
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Dismissal
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia!

Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude
During the postlude the ushers will dismiss the assembly from the back to the front. 

Altar flowers are given by St. Stephen’s in honor of  
Pastor Jason Churchill’s 5th anniversary in ministry

Chancel flowers are given by Ralph & Sue Heiss in honor of Ava Heiss’s birthday

Enjoy today’s service? Visit our Facebook page and invite a friend, comment,  
or leave a review. Please text the word “welcome” to 855-965-5200 to be added to our 

email list. May God go with you today and everyday. 

Worship elements taken from Sundays and Seasons.com.  Copyright 2020 Augsburg Fortress. 
All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24228
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Food Ingathering 
On the second Sunday of every month, we collect nonperishable 
food items for our Lutheran Community Services food pantry. 
Please take your St. Stephen’s tote bag with you when you do 
your grocery shopping and bring in your contributions on Sunday, 
August 8.

Our food pantry is the largest volume Lutheran food pantry in 
the state of Delaware. It provides three days of emergency food 
provisions for 800-1,000 families each month, 2,500-3,000 
people.




